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Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, March 20, 2016 

 

Sunday Coffee and Donut Fellowship  Join us in the Gathering Area between services 

This is the week; and no, I’m not talking about March Madness basketball.  Instead I’m talking about Holy 

Week.  This is the week when every moment of Jesus’ ministry comes into focus.  The teachings of Jesus 

that we have focused on during Lent now demonstrate how important they are to his message as the 

final week of his life closes in around him.  Jesus told the disciples to take up their cross to follow him.  

Jesus invited his disciples to see the world in a different way than they were used to.  Now, in the final 

week of his life, these questions became questions Jesus had to answer too.  What lens would Jesus look 

through to see the crowds?  What lens would Jesus use to see the scribes and Pharisees?  What lens 

would Jesus look through to see his disciples in the upper room?  How would Jesus look at Peter?  How 

would Jesus look at Judas?  Most importantly how would Jesus look at himself?   

I hope you will join us this week during Holy Week as we explore the depths of Jesus’ last week and 

prepare our hearts for the coming celebration of Easter and the hope of the resurrection.  Our Holy 

Thursday service will feature original music and Holy Communion.  Our Good Friday service will be 

meditative and searching.  Our Saturday night service is a prelude to a celebration.  Join us in this Holy 

Week. 

- Pastor Scott Sharp 

Central UMC Governance Team The Governance Team is charged with leading the congregation and 

serving as the primary decision making body for the church with oversight of all matters related to the 

church.  Here’s our next featured member! Go to CentralToLife.org to see the full list of the team. 

Jim Sumner, Lay Leader 

I am retired from BNSF Rail Road,  married with one adult son and active with 

the Boy Scouts at District level and with Central’s Troop 134.  Both my wife and 

I are long time members of Central and attend Providence Sunday School class. 

If you look for me, I am the quiet guy at the back of the sanctuary at the 8:30 

service and a regular fixture around the Church. If you see me, stop me and say 

Hello. I am looking forward to visiting with all of you and especially those of 

you that I do not know. It is an honor to be selected Lay Leader for 2016. 

Maxine Todd, Governance Team 

I am Maxine Todd.  I was born and raised in Gallup, New Mexico.  My parents 

were very involved in the First Methodist Church there.  I first came to Central 

when I was a freshman at UNM.  I became a member when I moved back to 

Albuquerque to make my home here.  Since becoming a member, I have been 

involved in the church teaching children’s Sunday school, in Central’s Scout 

program where my two sons earned their Eagle Scout award, and on other 

committees.  I am a retired teacher having taught in APS for 33 years and then 

worked for eight years teaching first and second graders reading at the Jewish Academy.  I would like to 

see Central as a place where people feel welcome and can grow in their faith and be involved in the many 

activities and opportunities that Central has to offer. 

http://www.centraltolife.org/


201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Sermon Series - February - March: “Sacrifice Through the Lens of the Cross” 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, Worship and a meal 

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade). 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the church office or 

kellyb@centraltolife.org; or  Kathy Gough at 

knsgough@gmail.com or (505) 401-4541.  

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am 

Youth Group:   

March 24th Maundy Thursday service at 7pm in the Life Center 

March 25th Good Friday Service at 7pm in the Sanctuary 

Friday April 1st NO youth group as it is APS Spring Break 

April 8th youth group is back at the church 7-9pm 

Central United Methodist Women Meetings 

Wings of Wonder, Saturday, April 30, 11am 

Luncheon & Silent Auction with Debbie Harrington 

For Tickets and information, please contact Carol Glover at 554-3516 

Palm Sunday Activities for Children 

Following the processional and singing (8:30, 9:45, 

11:00am), all children are invited to the Children’s Sunday 

School classroom for activities, crafts, and snacks to 

celebrate the beginning of Holy Week. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kelly Brooks. 

Vacation Bible School  

The dates for VBS are set!! This year VBS will be taking place on 

June 25th (all day) and the 26th  

(singing in services and pool party following services)! 

Now that we have dates, we need volunteers. We need 

volunteers for: Decorations, Crafts, Story Telling, Snacks, Games, 

and group leaders.  We will be having a volunteer meeting on 

April 10th, 12:30pm in the conference room. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kelly Brooks.   

Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday: March 20th 

Holy Thursday: March 24th 7:00pm (Life Center) 

Good Friday: March 25th  

7:00pm (Sanctuary) 

Great Getting’ Up Mornin’: March 26th 7:00pm Sanctuary 

Easter: March 27th 

7:00am Sunrise Service (Nob-Hill Park) 

         This year Saranam is honored to be selected as one of the 

recipients of proceeds from the Annual Governor's Charity Ball 

to Benefit New Mexico's Children, hosted by the Rotary Club of 

Albuquerque Del Sol.  "A Night With the Stars" will be held on 

April 9th.   

If you would like more information,  

please contact Sue Rzendzian at 299-6154 x 104. 

 Attention all high school and college graduates.  

Please let Kathy Gough know by April 1st if you would like to be 

included in our end of year celebration and recognition.  We 

want to make sure that we include everyone that would like to 

participate.   

You can email knsgough@gmail.com or call 505-401-4541. 

Save The Date: Plant Sale 

The youth will be having their annual flower/plant sale on  

May 8th which is Mother’s Day.  Plan on getting your mom a pot 

of flowers or some garden items for this special day. 

http://www.centraltolife.org/
http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
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